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SPEAKE  R S. 


Agjrinft  the  Repeal.  For  the  Repeal. 

1 Lord  Lyttelton 

2 Earl  of  Bute  , .. 

3 Earl  Gower.  4 Duke  of  Newcaftlc, 


y 


Die  Dunce , iy°  Marti j,  1766. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill,  entituled,  An  Alt  to  repeal 
an  A 51  made  in  the  lajl  feffion  of  parliament , in- 
tituled, an  ACt  for  granting  and  applying  certain 

- Jlatnp  duties  and  other  duties  in  the  Britifh  Colo- 
nies and  Plantations  in  America , towards  further 
defraying  the  expences  of  defending , protecting* 
and  jecuring  the  fame , and  for  amending  fuch 
parts  of  the  feveral  acts  of  parliament  relating  to 
the 'Trade  and  Revenues  of  the  faid  Colonies  and 
Plantations , as  direct  the  manner  of  Determin- 
ing and  Recovering  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures 
the>  ein  mentioned.  Then  the  faid  Bill  was  read 
a third  Time,  and  it  being  propofed  to  pafs  the 
Bill,  the  fame  was  objected  to.  Aftet;  fome 
Debate  thereupon,  the  Queftion  was  put,  Whe- 
ther the  faid  Bill  fhall  pafs : It  was  refolved  in 
the  Affirmative. 


firs  t. 

Difjentient , 

BECAUSE  we  think,  that  the  Declara- 
tory Bill  we  paft  laft  week,  cannot  pof- 
fibly  obviate  the  growing  mifchiefs  in  Ame- 
rica, where  it  may  feem  calculated  only  to 
deceive  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  by  hold-; 
ing  forth  a delufive  and  nugatory  affirmance 
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of  the  Legiflative  Right  of  this  Kingdom, 
whilft  the  enaCting  part  of  it  does  no  more 
than  abrogate  the  RefolutiOns  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  in  the  North  American 
Colonies,  which  have  not  in  themfelves  the 
leaft  colour  of  authority ; and  declares,  that 
which  is  apparently  and  certainly  criminal, 
only  null  and  void. 

Secondly. 

Becaufe  the  particular  Objections,  which 
have  been  made  to  the  Stamp  ACt  in  North 
America,  and  which  have  been  adopted  in 
the  courfe  of  the  Debates  upon  this  Bill  for 
repealing  it,  are  in  faCt  contradicted  by  un- 
deniable Evidence  upon  our  Table  ; it  hav- 
ing been  urged,  Firft,  That  all  the  money 
to  be  collected  by:  this  Tax  Was  to  be  annu- 
ally remitted  hither,  and  that  the  North  A- 
merican  Colonies  would  thereby  be  drained 
of  all  their  fpecie ; and  Secondly,  That  the 
inftitution  of  Vice  Admiralty  Courts  in  thofe 
Colonies,  for  the  recovery  of  Penalties  upon 
Revenue  Laws  without  Juries,  is  a novel 
practice,  by  means  of  which  his  Majefty’s 
SubjeCts  in  thofe  dominions,  M would  be  de- 
“ prived  of  one  of  their  molt  valuable  Li- 
“ "berries,  Trials  by  Juries,  and  in  this  ref- 
“ peCt  diftingui'ihed  from  their  Fellow  Sub- 
“ jeCts  in  Great  Britain;”  and  would  like- 
wife  be  liable  to  the  greateft  Inconvenience, 

Vexation, 
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Vexation  and  Injuftice,  through  the  option 
left  to  any  Profecutpr  to  call,  them  from  one 
end  of  that  extenfive  Continent  to  the  other  I 
and  thro’  the.  temptation  tp  the  Judge,  to 
condemn  rather  than  to  acquit,  from  his 
being  paid  by  poundage  of  the  condemna- 
tion money  : Whereas,  ' with,  regard  to  the 
firft  of  thefe  objedlions,  it  appears  by  the 
minute  of  the  late  Board  of  Treafury  laid 
before  this  Houfe,  and  dated  on  the  oth  day 
°f  July  laft,  that  the  fullell  directions  bail 
been  lent  to  the  feyeral  oj|ice,rs  of  the  Re-" 
rtue,  ..  th.at;  in  order  to,  obviate  the  incon- 
venience of  bringing  iptp  this  Kingdom  the 
“ Woney  to  be.  raifed  by  the  Stamp  Duties, 
“ all  the  produce  of  the  American,  Duties 
“ arifing  or  to  arife,  by  virtue  of  any  Bri- 
" tilh  Aid:  of  Parliament,  fhould,  from,  time 
“ to  time’  be  Pa.icl  to  the.  Deputy  ^ay-maf- . 
t(  ter  m America^  to  defray  the  fubfiltence 
* of  the  troops,  and  any  military  expences 
“ incurred  ip,  the  colonies  :*’  and  \yith  re- 
gard to  the  fecond  objection,  it  is  rnanifeil, 
from  fundry  Adis  of  Parliament,  that  a ju- 
rifdiCtion  has  been  affigned  to  the  judges  of 
thofe  Courts,  for  the  recovery  of  penalties 
upon  the  Laws  of  Revenue  and  of  Trade, 
without  Juries  for  near  g century  paft,  from 
the  confederation  (as  we  apprehend.)  that  in 
fpme  of  the  colonies  they  are  the  only  Judges 
not  eleCted-  by  the  people  ; and  fo,  far  it  is 
from  being  true,  that  the  Su%as  m North 
A 3 America, 
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America,  by  being  deprived  in  thefe  Cafes 
of  Trials  by  Juries,  were  in  that  refped  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  their  Fellow-fubjeds  in 
Great  Britain ; that,  in  this  very  indance 
of  the  Stamp  Duties,  the  Penalties,  which 
by  the  American  Stamp  Adt  were  made  re- 
coverable without  a Jury  before  a Judge  of 
the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  are,  by  the  Laws 
now  in  force  for  colleding  the  Stamp  Du- 
ties in  Great  Britain,  recoverable  alfo  without 
a Jury,  before  two  Ju  dices  of  the  Peace, 
with  the  like  powers  in  both  cafes,  which 
we  earnedly  wifh  were  not  dill  more  necef- 
fary  for  the  collection  of  the  Public  Re- 
venue in  America  than  in  Great  Britain  ; and 
which  we  fhould  be  mod  defirous,  if  podi- 
ble,  to  alleviate  in  both  countries  : with  this 
view,  and  to  take  away  all  juft  dCCafion  for 
difcontent,  we  were  very  glad  to  find  by  the 
Reprefentation  from  the  late  Commidioners 
of  the  Treafury  to  his  Majefty  in  Council, 
dated  on  the  4th  day  of  "July  lad,  that  the 
drideft  attention  had  been  given  by  that 
Board  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  and  in-f 
judice  above-mentioned,  by  a plan  to  efta- 
blifh  three  different  Courts  of  Vice  Admiral- 
ty at  the  mod  convenient  places',  with  pro- 
per Didrids  annexed  to  each  ; and  to  give 
the  Judges  diffident  ancd-Honourable  Salaries 
in  lieu  of  all  poundage  and  fees  vvhatfoevcr  : 
but  we  cannot  obferve,  without  the  highed 
concern  and  furprize,  that  this  reprefentation, 

founded 
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founded  upon  a claufe  inferted  in  the  Stamp 
Ad  for  this  very  purpofe,  and  exprefsly  cal- 
culated to  relieve  his  Majefty’s  Subjeds  in 
North  America  from  many  unneceffary  hard- 
fhips  and  oppreffions,  to  which  they  are  now 
liable  by  many  other  Laws  ftill  fubfi  fling, 
fhould  be  totally  difregarded  for  feveral 
months,  and  be  fuffered  to  remain  unexe- 
cuted in  every  part  of  it,  even  to  this  day  ; 
and  that  no  notice  whatever  fhould  be  taken, 
in  any  of  the  difpatches  from  the  prefent 
Adminiffration  to  the  Governors  of  the  Co- 
lonies in  North  America,  of  the  timely  care 
which  had  been  employed  to  obviate  the  ob- 
jedions  raifed  on  both  thofe  Heads  : efpe- 
cially,  as  it  is  notorious,  that  the  meafures 
to  be  purfued,  in  confequence  of  that  Mi- 
nute and  Reprefentation,  had  been  fully 
opened  and  approved  in  Parliament,  at  the 
time  when  the  Stamp  Ad  was  propofed ; 
and  as  the  total  negled  of  it  has  given  occa- 
fion  to  great  Clamour  and  DifTatisfadion  in 
the  Colonies.  We  cannot  help  further  ob- 
ferving,  that  as  the  Stamp  Ad  was  not  to 
take  place  till  the  ift  of  November,  if  the 
Parliament  had  been  called  early,  their  de- 
terminations, either  for  enforcing  or  repeal- 
ing that  Law,  would  probably  have  deliver- 
ed the  Merchants  and  Manufadurers  here 
from  all  the  difficulties  and  diflrefs  to  which 
they  have  been  for  fo  many  months  expofed ; 
nor  would  the  diforders  in  America,  where 
A 4 all 
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all  government  is  ppftrate,  have  rifen  to  fo 
great  a height,  or  taken  fo  deep  a root. 

THIRDLY- 

Ifccaufe,  the  Argum,ept  which;  has  been 
ufed  in  favour  of  this  Bill  of  Repeal,  that 
the  experiment  of  % Stamp  Acf  has  been 
tried,  and  has  failed,  is.  extremely  ill  found- 
ed } as  it  manifestly  appears  from  % whole 
tenor  of  the  Papers  laid 'before  u$?  that  if 
this  experiment  had  been  properly  tried,  with 
the  fame  zeal  for  its  fuccefs  with  which  it 
was  firft  propofed,  it  would  not  have  failed 
m any  of  the  Colonies  : and  that  this  was 
the  opinion  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Go- 
vernors in  North  America,  and  of  many  of 
the  moil  intelligent  and.  refpefiable  perfons 
in  thofe  provinces,  for  feme  time  after  this 
A&  was  paiTed,  is  evident  beyond  a doubt, 
from.  the.  Letters  of  the  former  now  upon 
pur  Table,  and  from  the  latter  having  ap- 
plied for,  and  accepted  the  Office  of  Diftri- 
butor  of  the  Stamps  under  that  M.  which 
they  certainly  would  not  have,  done,  and 
thereby  have  expofed  their  Lives  and  For- 
tunes to  the  violence  and  outrages  which  they 
have  linee  undergone,  if  they,  had  then 
thought  the  fuccefs  of  this  mealure  in  any 
degree  precarious : nor  ha, ve  we  hpAd  of  apy 
impradhcability  attending  this  Law  in,  Ja- 
maica and  Barbadoes,  and  fome.  other  of  thp 
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Weft  India  iilands,  or  in  thofe  of  our  Colo- 
nies in  North  America,  where  it  has  been  exe- 
cuted. v 

Fourthly. 

Pecaufe,  a Precedent  of  the  two,  Houfos  of 
Pjrha^ent  lending  their  power,  fro®  motives 
°*  or  Impatience  under  a prefer  uneafi- 
neis,  to  overturn  m one  month  a Plan  of  f/faZ 
mres,  undertaken  with  their  warmeft  Appro- 
batipn  and;  Cd^rrta&ee,  after  the  moft  ma- 
. ure  deliberation  of  two  years,  together,  for  the 

MS***  °ur  md  the  relief 

°I  our  People,  will  effe.auajly  difcouragfe  all 
offieets  of  the  Crown,  America,  from  doing 
the^r  duty,  and  executing  the  taws  of  this 

SfrSf!91  andf  1S-  to  deter  future 

Mmift?r^,  in  a,ny  circumfta.nces  of  diftrefs  or 
danger  to  theh  Country,  from  oppoftng 
heir  fortitude  and  zeal  for  the  ferSice  of 
*e  Pubhck,  to  ftrong  Combinations  of  pri. 
vate  and  particuJar  Interefrs,  to  the  CJa- 

mour  of  ^uhitudes*.  or  the,  hdalice  of  Fac- 

a°Weakne?  ***  0n  fuch 

a weakpeis  and  PufiJammnjy  in  the  Ad- 

miniftration  of  Government,  as  will  foon  end 

m the  Downfal  and  Rujn  of  the  State. 


LASTLY, 
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LASTLY, 
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Becaufe,  the  Repeal  of  this  Law  under  the 
prefent  Circumftances,  will,  we  fear,  not  only 
iurrender  the  Honour  and  effential  Interefts  of 
the  Kingdom  now  and  for  ever,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  but  will  all'o  deeply  affedt  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  Conftitution  ; 
for  if  we  pafs  this  Bill  againft  our  Opinion, 
from  the  Threats  and  Compulfion  publickly 
avowed  in  our  Colonies,  and  enforced  by  the 
raoft  unjuftifiable  means  within  Great  Britain, 
we  difclaim  that  Legiflative  Authority  over  the 
fubjedts,  which  we  own  ourfelves  unable  to 
maintain.  If  we  give  our  confent  to  it  here, 
without  a full  convidtion  that  it  is  right, 
merely  becaule  it  has  palled  the  other  Houle, 
by  declining  to  do  our  duty  on  the  moft  im- 
portant occalion,  which  can  ever  prefent  it- 
lelf,  and  where  our  interpofition,  for  many 
obvious  Reafons,  would  be  peculiarly  pro- 
per ; we  in  effedt  annihilate  this  branch  of 
the  Legiflature,  and  vote  ourfelves  ufelefs. 
Or  if  by  palling  this  Bill,  we  mean  to  juftify 
thole,  who  in  America,  and  even  in  Great 
Britain,  have  treated  a-feries  of  Britilh  Adis  of 
Parliament  as  fo  many  Afts  of  Tyranny  and 
Oppreflion,  which  it  is  fcarcely  criminal  to  re-, 
fill  ; or  thofe  officers  of  the  Crown,  who, 
under  the  eye,  and  with  the  knowledge  of 
Government,  have  taken  upon  themfelves. 
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whilft  the  Parliament  was  fitting,  without  its 
Confent,  to  fiifpencj  the  Execution  of  the 
Stamp  Adi,  by  admitting  Ships  from  the 
Colonies,  with  unftampt  Clearances,  to  an 
Entry,  in  diredt  Violation  of  it,  which  from 
the  Papers  upon  our  Table  appears  to  have 
been  done  ; we  fhaii  then  give  our  approba- 
tion to  an  open  breach  of  the  firft  Article  of 
that  gneat  Palladium  of  our  Liberties,  the 
Bill  of  Rights  ; by  which  it  is  declared, 
‘‘  / ha£  the  pretended  power  of  fufpend* 
ing  of  Laws,  or  the  execution  of  Laws, 
by  regal  Authority,  without  confent  of 
Parliament,  is  illegal.”  Laftly,  If  we 
ground  our  Proceedings  upon  the  Opinion  of 
thofe  who  have  contended  in  this  Iloufe, 
that  from  the  Confiitution  of  our  Colonies 
they  ought  never  to  be  taxed,  even  for  their 
own  immediate  defence,  we  fear  that  fuch  a 
Declaration,  by  which  near  a fifth  part  of  the 
fubjedts  of  Great  Britain,  who  by  the  Adis  of 
Parliament  to  reftram  the  Preffing  of  Seamen 
in  America,  are  already  exempted  from  fur- 
nifning  men  to  our  Navy,  are  to  be  for  ever 
exempted  from  contributing  their  /hare  to- 
wards their  own  fupport  in  money  likewife, 
will,  from  the  flagrant  Partiality  and  Injuftice 
or  it,  eitner  depopulate  this  Kingdom,  or  fhake 
the  bafis  of  Equality,  and  of  that  Original 
Oompadi^  upon  which  every  fociety  is  found- 
ed 5 and,  as  we  believe,  that  there  is  no  in- 
france  of  fuch  a permanent  Exemption  of  fo 

large 
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large  a body  of  the  fubjefts  of  any  State  in  any 
Hiftory,  antientor  modern,  we  are  extremely 
apprehenfive  of  the  fatal  Confequences  of  this 
unhappy  Meafure ; to  which,  for  thele  Rea- 
fons,  in  addition  to  thofe  contained  in  the  Pro- 
teft  of  the  I ith  of  this  month,  our  Doty  to 
the  King,  and  Juflice  to  our  Country,  oblige 
us  to  enter  this  our  Solemn  Diffent. 


Temple 

Abercorn 

Scarfdale 

J;  Bangor 

Trevor 

Hyde 

Marlborough 
Sandwich 
Charles  Carlifle 

Weymouth 

Thomas  Bridol 
W.  Gloucefter 
Buckinghamfhire 
R,  Dureime 


Dudley  and  Ward 
Suffolk  and  Berklhire 
Leigh 

Bridgewater 

Gower 

Grofvenor 

Powis 

Ker 

Lyttelton 

Effex 

Ferrers 

Aylesford 

Vere 

Eglintoun 


A LIST 


A LIST  of  the  LORDS  who  Voted 
and  Protected  againft  the  Repeal  of 
the  American , Stamp  Ad,  March 
10,  1766. 


His  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  ofYoRKE, 
fir  ft  Brother  to  the 

King. 

Duke  of  Beaufort 
Duke  of  Bedford.  Pro- 

tefied 

Duke  of  Marlborough. 
Pro. 

Duke  of  Ancafter, 
Aiafter  of  the  Horfe 
to  the  Queen 
Duke  of  Bridgewater. 
P ro. 

Earl  of  Pembroke, 
Col.  oj  the  fir  ft  Re- 
giment of  Dragoons 
Earl  of  Suffolk  and 
Berki'hire.  Pro. 

Earl  of  Denbigh,  a 
Lord  of  the  King's 
Bedchamber 
Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Pro. 


Earl  of  Lichfield,  Cap- 
tain of  the  Band  of 
P enfe&ners , See. 

Earl  of  Coventry,  a 
Lord  of  the  Kings 
Bedchamber.  Pro. 

Earl  of  Oxford,  a Lord 
of  the  King’s  Bed- 
chamber. 

Earl  Ferrers,  a Captain 
in  the  Royal  Navy. 
Pro. 

Earl  of  Aylesford.  Pro. 

Earl  of  Hallifax.  Pro. 

Earl  of  Macclesfield 

Earl  Ker  (Duke  of 
Roxburgh  in  Scot- 
land) Pro. 

Earl  Waldegrave,  Go- 
vernor of  Plymouth , 
and  Col.  of  the  fecond 
Regiment  oft  Dra- 
goons. Pro. 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Orford , a Lord  Vifcount  Wentworth, 


Pro. 

Vifcount  Dudley  and 
Ward.  Pro. 

Lord  Le  Defpencer 
Lord  Botetourt- 
Lord  Leigh  . Pro. 


of  the  King's  Bed- 
chamber, and  Ran- 
ger of  St.  James’s 
and  Hyde  Parks 
Earl  of  Warwick 
Earl  Gower.  Pro. 

Earl  of  Buckingham-  Lord  Byron 

fhire,  a Lord  of  the  Lord  Trevor.  Fro. 
King's  Bedchamber.  Lord  Montfort 
Pro.  Lord  Vere.  Pro. 

Earl  of  Powis.  Pro.  Lord  Hyde.  Pro. 

Earl  of  Northumber-  Lord  Mansfield,  Cbief 
land.  Vice  Admiral  Juft  ice  of  the  King’s 


of  all  America 
Earl  Temple.  Pro. 
Earl  Harcourt,  Cham- 
berlain to  the  Queen 
Earl  of  Guildford 


Bench 

Lord  Lyttelton.  Pro. 
Lord  Grofvenor.  Pro. 
Lord  Scarfdale.  Pro. 
Lord  Beaulieu 


Earl  Talbot,  Steward  Earl  of  Eglintoun,  a 
of  the  King’s  llouf-  Lord  of  the  King's 


hold 


Bedchamber.  Pro. 


Vifcount  Say  and  Sele  Earl  of  Abercorn.  Pro. 
Vifcount  Townfhend,  Earl  of  Loudon,  Go- 


Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Ordnance , and 
Colonel  of  the  Both 
Regiment  of  Foot. 
Pro. 

Vifcount  Weymouth. 

Pro. 

Vifcount  Bolingbroke 
Pro. 


vernor  of  Edinburgh 
Cajile,  and  Col.  of 
the  30 th  Regiment 
of  Foot 

Earl  of  March,  a Lord 
of  the  King’s  Bed- 
chamber 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Bute,  Ranger 
of  Richmond  Park 
Lord  Cathcart,  fir/l 
Lord  of  Police  in 
Scotland 

* Bifhop  of  Durham. 

Pro . fecond  proteft: 
Bifhop  of  Chefter 
Bifhop  of  Rochefter 
Bifhop  of  Bangor.  Pro . 
Bifhop  of  Gloucefter. 
Pro. 

Bifhop  of  Carlifle  Pro. 
Bifhop  of  Briftol.  Pro. 
62 

Proxies. 

Duke  of  Cleveland, 
Comptroller  of  the 
Seal,  &c. 


* Earl  of  Eflex.  Pro. 

fecond  proteft 
Earl  of  Tankerville 
Earl  of  Darlington, 
M after  of  the  Jewel 
Office , and  Governor 
of  Carlifle 
Lord  Craven 
Lord  Fortefcue 
Lord  Vernon 
Earl  of  Sutherland, 
Col.  of  a Pat.  of 
Highlanders 
Earl  of  Rothes,  Col.  of 
the  3 d.  Regiment  of 
Foot-guards,  Gov.  of 
Duncannon , &c. 
Bifhop  of  Hereford. 

10 


* * Bifliop  of  Durham  was  abfent  at  the  time  of  film- 
ing the  firft  proteft  on  the  nth;  but  his  Lordihip  figned  the 
Proxy  ^ ^ A®  Earl  of  Eflex,  who  had  voted  by 
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